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23 head of packs and our two saddle hors-
es. Arkwright had never packed but he was
a good cowpuncher and a big powerful
man. I let him do the lifting while I lashed
stuff on.

We had only sawbuck saddles, had to
pack the sides and the top pack, then
throw a diamond hitch on top of it all. T
used the old government three-quarter
diamond most of the time. It always
worked well for me with sawbuck saddles.
A man named Harris was the U.S. cadas-
tral engineer. I told him that one pack
string wasn’t enough to handle a double
survey crew of 16 men, plus the cook, his
wife, and little five-year-old daughter that
far from Ovando unless he let us buy the
grub. I says, “If you’ll let me buy the grub
and let me take in only dry food, dried
fruit, dried beans, and stuff of that sort, I
believe I can supply you with these 23 head
of horses. But if you are going to order
canned goods to any extent at all, why it’s
impossible.”

He decided I could handle it, and he
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Elmer Keith’s first hunting rifles -
were Sharps buffalo guns. He

has collected and hunted with them
through his long career. Elmer

shot this bison with a .45-120

Sharps using a 566-grain cast bullet.

“The only thing to do is to set here a week
until this water comes down.”

Another man came along with a sever
mule string and decided to try it. He g
out with his saddle horse and one of the six
mules and the others all drowned. Then
Mr. Harris agreed to let me go back to
Ovando and freight in another load of grub

continued on page 12










