it counts most—in low light or twilight conditions. Objects
or subjects which are barely visible to the naked eye, ap-
pear bright and sharp.

Plus, Steiner's 15 x 80 s shock-proof and water-resistant.
Multi-coated lenses prevent glare. Soft eyepieces enable
comfortable viewing.

Steiner's 15 x 80. When brightness and high power count
most.

Also available: 6 x 30 Compact, 7 x 35 Wide Angle, 7 x 50,
the brightest binocular made, The Gommander 7 x 50 with
built-in compass, 10 50, 24 x 80 Telescope, Rifle scopes,
Electronic image intensifiers, Periscopes, inquire about
optical subcontracting.
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GERMANY

BLACK POWDER
SHOOTERS AND
ANTIQUE GUN
COLLECTORS
NATIONWIDE . . .

THE NEW 1984 DIXIE CATALOG
*

More than 500 pages describing the largest collec-

tion of black powder firearms and accessories in

the world!

Send $3.00 today for our 1984 catalog and have

the world of black powder shooting at your finger-

tips next week.

Catalog Shipped COD—$5.00

D!XIE GUN WORKS, INC.

GUNPOWDER LANE,
UNION CITY, TN. 38261 Dept. %
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By Eilmer Keith, Executive Editor

EDITOR’S NOTE:

This month’s “Gunnotes™ will, tempo-
rarily we all hope, mark the conclusion of
Elmer Keith’s column started so many
years ago. It has been over two years since
Elmer Keith suffered his debilitating
stroke and I regrel to say that Elmer s
still unable to resume his monthly column
and that he remains confined to a nursing
home. As always Elmer loves to hear from
his many fans and admirers and can be
contacted at: Capitol Care Center, 8211
Ustick Road, Boise, ID 83704. PLEASE,
do not expect to receive a reply! While
Elmer enjoys and looks forward to your

cards and letters it is just not possible for
him to answer you individually.

Obviously nobody can ever replace
Elmer in the hearts of his fans and he has
truly earned the title of “Dean of Ameri-
can Gun Writers.” From time o time we
will publish articles from the wealth o
material that is the legacy of this grana —
old man. His work can stand up to the
close scrutiny of time and his 70-plus years
of experience in the hunting fields of the
world speaks for itself .

In the meantime our prayers, and I am
sure yours too, will go out to Elmer in his
brave fight for recovery. — HF b
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In some sections of the country, wild
thorn apple occurs and bears feed on these
a great deal in season. By fall the black
bear is usually rolling fat and after a few
hard frosts his coat takes on a glossy ap-
pearance. He is busiest at this time of the
year as he makes final preparations for his
hibernation and is constantly on the go, al-
ways in search of food and ever more food,
as his appetite is then insatiable. In most
sections of the West is found a small red
berry growing on very low vines and in a
solid mat at high elevations. The vines
have a green waxy appearance and slick
leaves, the berries are small and mealy and
the grouse, both blue and ruffed, feed on
them a great deal. In Montana when I was
a kid they were called grouse berries, but
others have called them bear berries. At
any rate, black bear eat them in quantities
in late fall. They also feed on the scarlet-
colored berries of the mountain ash before
denning, probably to give their intestinal
tract a thorough cleansing before taking on
a couple of handfuls of fir needles to keep
the tummy from collapsing.

One spring, Bob Hagel was hunting up

Sheep Creek a few miles above my ranch.
He located a nice bear digging out a gopher
across a canyon from him on an open side-
hill. The bear had his head in the hole and

o

was digging for all he was worth, probably -

being able to smell the gopher, when Bob
took a long-range shot across the canyon
at him. The .30-40 slug went low and the
bear, in his haste to get away, started
throwing the dirt with his hind feet. He

made several passes with his hind feet v~

and down the slope, while his head w
still imbedded in the hole, before he ev
got his head out and took off, over the
ridge. Bob laughed at his antics so much he
was unable to shoot again.

continued on page 14







