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sows with young cubs in the berry season
and sometimes in the fall when hunting
deer and elk. I never shoot a sow with cubs
so have always watched them, and they are
usually good for a half hour of entertain-
ment if not traveling. Their actions are ab-
solutely unpredictable. The cubs will wres-
tle and play and often stand up and box as
though they supposed they were men, at
other times they will chase each other up
trees and even jump on their mother’s back
in their play. The cubs seem to be eternally
interested in either food or play. At times
they will mimic their mother’s actions; if
she turns over a rock, they will find one
and do likewise. If she starts to dig they
will dig. They are clowns and good for a
laugh at any time. When the weather is hot
they like to wallow in some cool muddy
spring and will spend hours playing in it
with their mother.

I once watched a black sow convoy her
cub across a deep and wide stream. She
pushed him in with a paw. He could swim,
but did not like it at all, and when the old

bear dived in he promptly grabbed her tail
in his little teeth and hung on while she
towed him across up the other bank of the
river. At other times, I have seen sows
teaching the cubs to fish and to dig out
grubs. It was most interesting.

Black bear do not average very large,
probably 300 pounds on the average, for
mature specimens. They mature much
quicker, or so it always seemed to me, than
grizzlies. A real large one may go as high
as 600 pounds, but personally I have never
seen a black or cinnamon of over 400
pounds in weight. The nose is usually tan
colored and quite often there is a white
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