New Cr conoPower cams increase horse-
power, forque, throttle response and driving fun
for your V-8 powered car, truck, 4x4 or van. What's
more, installing an EconoPower cam won't hurt
your fuel economy either!®

The reason is the exclusive EconoPower cam
lobe design.

EconoPower cams feature unigue, non-sym-
metrical lobe designs (most are dual pattern!) that
increase low and mid-range torque as well as boost
RPM, even with stock, low-compression engines!
And they're engineered using the same ultra-
sophisticated computer science that goes into our
drag racing, oval track and marine racing cams.

The result is instant throttle response, hammer-
ing off-idle torque and RPM you never thought
possible with a hydraulic cam!

Its all yours with an easy-to-install, dependable
Crane EconoPower cam. Get one for your engine
today.

*When used with properly matched and installed bolt-on’s,
engine efficiency and fuel economy frequently increases!
Send aself addréssed, stamped envelope for free test data.

PROVEN BEST ON THE STREET,
AND IN ALL TYPES
OF RACING!

The knowl-
edge we
gain from
designing
racing cams
goes directly
into all Crane
cams. Qur EconoPower series is designed, tooled
and manufactured using the same experience that
won the Daytona 500, Indy 500, NHRA Nationals,
IHRA World Championship and World Offshore

titles.
ECONOPOWER CAMS
PERFORM BETTER-
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HERE’S PROOF!

Crane Cams' testing is done with actual road driving,
using everyday vehicles like you drive. Don’t be
misled by dyno tests where wind resistance, gear-
ing, weather and road friction cannot be measured!
You don't drive a dyno, why use a dyno to compare
cams? Our “real world" road tests prove EconoPower
cams are better!

CRANE LIFTERS DELIVER
RELIABLE PERFORMANCE!

Crane hydraulic lifters are
engineered for reli- |
able, quiet operation 55", g
plus maximum RPM (8 o

with Crane Econo- |y @+, E
Power cams. Always = B

install new lifters on any ﬁ

new cam, and for opti-

mum performance, insist on Crane!

~nlot legal far sale or use in Califernia on pollution cantrolled motor vehicles.

Hallandale. FL 33009 PO Box 160 305 457 8888
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By Elmer Keith, Executive Editor

R A P
EDITOR’S NOTE:

This month Elmer Keith relates more
vaiuable tips, along with his experiences,
gathered from years of handgun hunting.
This text, continued from last month, is
from his 1965 book, Guns & Ammo For
Hunting Big Game, published in 1965, and
now out of print, by Petersen Publishing Co.
T R S e

It was a magnificent pair of 41 Mag-
nums I received from S&W. I asked for
gold inserts in the front sights rather than
the red inserts, and also had the hammers
trimmed off about % inch so they will not
hit the web of my hands in double-action
shooting. I also had the triggers narrowed
to % inch as I like that width better for
double-action work than the wide target
trigger. My name, engraved on the side
plates, completed the job and I fitted plain
clothes-type stocks since the target grips
were too large for my short-fingered hands.
They’re not only a beautiful pair of guns,
but they shoot as well as they look. Trigger
pulls are very good in both single and dou-
ble action, and both guns have very close
fitting throughout the actions and cylinder
and barrel joints. The new cartridge is
much better for long range work than the
.357 Magnum as its bullets throw up more
dirt, mud or snow which helps to locate the
point of impact.

I carried these two new .41 Magnum re-
volvers with me to Alaska where I hunted
polar bear with outfitter Ken Oldham. On
an off day, Ken and I went caribou hunting
with the big sixguns. The intense cold,
about 40 degrees below zero, reduced the
rounds’ normal effectiveness. I was using
the Remington soft point jacketed bullets,
loaded to 1,500 fps and shot from an 8%-
inch barrel.

The sub-zero weather seemed to slow
them noticeably, however. I had to shoot
the caribou three times through the ribs be-
fore it went down to stay. I saw bullets
kicking up snow beyond the animal. Ap-
parently, the bullets did not expand as they
should have.

I believe the new guns and cartridges are
going to prove the finest of all for police
and peace officer use. They will also serve

Petersen Publishing Co.’s Robert
E. Petersen dropped this Idaho mulie
buck with his .44 Magnum S&W Model
29, while hunting with Elmer Keith.

conditions—but the .41 Magnum does not
have the power of the .44 Magnum which
I still prefer for my own use on game. The
41 is wonderfully accurate, flatter shoot-
ing than the .44 Magnum,; recoil is negligi-/
ble from the heavy guns on the .44 Mag-(
num frame. I was delighted to find both
my .41s functioned perfectly in such cold
weather, even though they had been lying

continued on page 12




— GUARD

You can lose your flashlight,
but you can't lose your
‘Uncle Henry. . ew siece

~ of hunters. Lightweight, rugged and perfectly balanced with
full tapered tang. Guaranteed against loss for
one year from date of registration.
The Schrade + Steel® blades are
totally rusf resistant. Both come
~ with double-stfifched genuine leather
drop-in sheaths. ' ;
With Uncle Henry, you can't lose.
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Write for your free Schrade Almanaoc fo schrade Cutlery Corp., Ellenville, N.Y. 12428-0590.

AGANST (RIME

12

with Petersen’s all-new
PERSONAL SECURITY!

Features Include: Alarm Systems; Auto Security; Home De-
fense Basics; Neighborhood Watch Information; Choosing Your
Weapons and more!

ONLY $2.95 AT YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND
OR WRITE FOR YOUR COPIES TO:
Petersen Publishing Company, Retail Sales Services
6725 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90028

Send $2.95 check or money order for each copy ordered plus 50¢ handling charge. L.A. residents add
6% sales tax; all other California residents add 6% sales tax. All payments in U.S. currency only. Please
allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Print clearly and be sure to include return address.
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in the plane and not near our bodies to ab-,
sorb warmth.

My first long-range shooting here in Ida-
ho was at ranges from 400 to 450 yards and
I found I was holding too high and shoot-
ing over everything. This new .41 Magnum
load is flatter than my handload for the .44
Magnum of 22 grains of 2400 and my 250-
grain cast bullets, that I have shot so long
and am used to. When I used the same
sight picture on the new four-inch .41
Magnums I invariably shot high. When
shooting Norma, Remington and Winches-
ter jacketed soft point .44 Magnums, the
sight picture seems about the same for both
the .44 Magnum and the new .41 Magnum
with these factory soft point 210-grain
loads. My handload for the .44 Magnum
goes only around 1,400 fps but is so accu-
rate I prefer it for all my shooting to the
factory 1,470 to 1,500 fps load.

At long range I noticed that the 210-
grain, .41 bullet strike is harder to locate
than that of the heavy 250-grain, .44 Mag-
num handload, or the 240-grain factory
load. The larger caliber, heavier bullet cer-
tainly throws up more stuff.

I tried the new guns at 400 yards. My
misses were all high until I cut down the
amount of front sight held up over the rear
sight bar in my sight picture. At 200 yards
I tried several five-gallon tins, having little
trouble hitting them once I found out how

little front sight to hold up on these short- -

barrel police guns. The new cartridge is
much more powerful than the .357 Mag-
num, cuts a larger hole and throws 50
grains more lead. On the other hand it is
considerably lighter in recoil than the .44
Magnum. Report and muzzle blast are, of
course, sharp and fairly heavy with both
.41 and .44 Magnums.

These four-inch barrel guns surprise me
for accuracy every time I shoot them and
for some crazy reason I seem to make as
many freak, long-range hits with them as
with my longer-barreled guns. Of course
the four-inch barrels do not deliver the
power of their longer brethren, but they
seem just as accurate. I never could do well
with a sixgun having a barrel over 7%
inches. There is a much longer barrel time,
and they seem far more sensitive to change
in grip than do shorter barrel guns. I have
used the Buntlines and the S&W 8%-inch,
and unless I am shooting from a sandbag,
three-point rest, I much prefer shorter bar-
rel guns.

For game shooting the 6%- to 7'-inch
barrels are about right. Here’s where you
need maximum power from a sixgun. But
for police work the four-inch or at best a
five-inch is long enough.

On light animals the Winchester .4
Magnum 240-grain hollow point, with lot!

of lead exposure, will tear a bigger wound

channel than a cast bullet, but deep pene-
tration, which is desperately needed when
continued on page 14




IMPORTANT
MESSAGE
TO

12-GAUGE
RIFLED SLUG
SHOOTERS

It has recently come to the
attention of Remington Arms
Company, Inc.; that a small
quantity of 12-gauge rifled slug
shotshells manufactured in
the summer of 1982 may
produce substandard perfor-
mance.

A small quantity of these
shotshells were found to have
been loaded with insufficient
powder with the result that the
slugs could lodge in barrels.
QOur tests have shown that use
of this ammunition can result
in gun damage, and could
present a hazard to the
shooter. To eliminate any pos-
sibility of an accident, the
ammunition is being recalled.

To determine whether you
have any of the shotshells in
question, look for these mark-
ings on the package:
PRODUCT: 12-Gauge Rifled

Slugs
INDEX NUMBER: (on end flap)
Remington SP12RS-5PK
Slugger 12-Gauge 2%" 1 oz.
HPRS Five Hollow Point Rifled
Slugs
LOT NUMBER: (on inside of
end flap) ATO1H218

If you have rifled slugs in
boxes so marked, please return
them to Remington for a
prompt, no-charge replace-
ment. The ammunition should
be sent via United Parcel Ser-
vice (UPS) transportation col-
lect to:

Remington Arms Co., Inc.
ATTENTION: R. H. Potter
939 Barnum Avenue

P.0. Box 1939

Bridgeport, CT 06601

Remington.

Remington and Slugger are trademarks reg-
istered in the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office
by Remington Arms Company. Inc.
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you shoot anything the size of an elk,
moose or bear with a sixgun, is best ob-
tained with my heavy load. In factory
loads, the Norma cartridge, with a 240-
grain steel jacket, will give the best pene-
tration on heavy stuff like moose and big
bear. The Remington 240-grain soft point
is next best for penetration, but opens a
very big wound channel on light game like
deer, antelope and javelina.

A .44 Magnum with a 250-grain bullet,
cast of hard lead alloy, will usually pene-
trate deeper in big game than most high-
velocity expanding soft point or hollow
point rifle bullets. This is something that
few people realize and cannot believe until
they’ve actually seen it. I've killed around
40 head of big game with sixguns—elk,
bear, deer, caribou, cougar, mountain goat,
and javelina, also 16 sharks and an awful
Iot of livestock and horses that had to be
slaughtered due to being crippled. Properly
placed, a sixgun slug will kill surprisingly
well. However, it does not expand as much
as a rifle bullet nor tear as large a wound.
It must be carefully placed, preferably in
the spine, shoulder, or in the brain.

For hunting use, the best guns in .44
Magnum and .41 Magnum are the Smith
& Wesson revolvers with 6':-inch barrels.
The big dragoon-styled Ruger Super
Blackhawks in .44 Magnum and .41 Mag-
num are also wonderful trail guns. They
are about the best for big-game shooting.

You must realize that any handgun car-
tridge is relatively small for big game. It
should be used in a six-inch to a 7'-inch
barrel. I have never been able to shoot bar-
rels over 7% inches as accurately as those
7'% inches or under. The long Buntlines are
a total loss for me. Of course the longer
barrel gives more velocity. There’s a
marked difference in penetration from a
6'4-inch .44 Magnum and a four-inch, on
steel plate. The same difference applies
when the bullets are lobbed into a deer.
Guns with four-inch barrels are very han-
dy to pack. They are excellent for peace of-
ficers, especially when riding in cars. On a
belt holster they don’t dig into the seat or
push the belt up. However for hunting, a
six- to 7%-inch barrel gives more velocity,
and a longer sight radius.

The sixgun is a firearm of opportunity.
It is short and light. You can carry it with
you at all times. In the hills, you’ll have
many opportunities to kill big game that
would otherwise be lost.

Hunting handguns should be fitted with
the best possible sights. I favor a gold or
red post front sight, % inch to a full % inch
in width, with a Patridge rear sight of cor-
responding width. Have the rear notch
wide enough so you can see a little daylight
on each side of the front sight in the nor-
mal offhand stance.

For hunting in adverse weather condi-
tions, the best way to pack a heavy sixgun
is in a shoulder holster. Under a coat or a

wool shirt, it’s out of the weather, clean
and dry, ready for instant use. Both hands
are free to pack game or to part brush. A
shoulder holster beats a gun belt if you're
in steep country, where you may have to ,
slide downhill on the seat of your pants or,
fight brush. Brush will be whipping the '
gun, or it will be battering against rocks, if
you're sliding down crevices and cliffs.

Scope-sighted revolvers can be used for
big-game hunting. They offer the ultimate
in accuracy and aiming, but personally I
don’t want a scope on any handgun. I want
a handgun to be something I can use in one
hand, from the hip or any other way, and
do it quickly. On the other hand, if people
want to hunt with a handgun with a scope
on it so they can place their bullet, more
power to them. It simply gripes us Old
Westerners to see a scope on a sixgun. If [
have to pack that much bulk and weight,
I'd far rather have a small carbine for the
same or a bigger cartridge.

Very accurate slow-fire shooting can be
done with these outfits, but they require
cumbersome holsters and the use of both
hands to hold them. The scopes have small
fields of view, making it difficult to follow
moving game. I prefer Patridge sights, so
I can swing ahead of running game, which
I couldn’t do with a scope-sighted pistol.

A good sixgun shot will have little trou-
ble hitting big game out to 200 yards.
Years ago there was a revolver club in
Kentucky that regularly held 300-yard tur-
key shoots. Members shot at a silhouette of
a life-sized turkey at 300 yards, using one
hand. Several of those old boys were able
to get three out of five hits offhand at 300
yards on the turkey silhouette. This is his-
tory, well-documented, published in many
sporting magazines.

Many old cavalrymen were able to make
it awfully hot for an adversary out at 400
to 600 yards on the plains, where they
could see the dust rise from near misses of
their old .45 Colts, with 40-grain black
powder loads. They were good pistol shots
and had unlimited ammunition.

Some years back, Hugh Duncan asked
me to go down to the river with his boy
Norman and his boy’s wife for steelhead
fishing. As we drove along, Hugh was tell-
ing Norman what a good pistol shot I was.
I told Hugh to shut up or I'd probably
have to prove it. Just as we rounded a cor-
ner, there was a nice mule buck standin
250 yards away, across a field, on a san{
bar at the edge of the river.

Hugh said, “Elmer, there’s your buck!”
His boy stopped the car. I got out and

continued on page 16




Weatherby Vanguard. You can

own one for less
than the price
I of aWinchester,
Remington,

or a Browning:

Why own just any rifle, when for
about the same price, you can own a
Weatherhy.

The Vanguard has all the legendary
Weatherby quality, inarifle chambered
for standard calibers. But that's all
that's standard. Everything else is de-
luxe. Including performance and
workmanship. The barrel is hammer-
forged to glass-smooth uniformity,
then hand-bedded in a deluxe hand-
checkered Claro walnut stock. And
every Vanguard is guaranteed to shoot
a 112" three-shot group at 100 yards.

Sostep up to Weatherby excellence,
without stepping up in price. The
Vanguard is available in .22/250,
243 Win., .25-06, .270 Win., 7 mm
Rem.Mag., .30- 06 and .300 Win. Mag.

For your nearest dealer call toll-free
or write Weatherby. Ask for our free
24-page color brochure, or 120-page
“Weatherby Guide” at $5.

800-633-2252 Exi. 8o

In Alabama, 800-762-2389, Ext. 801

*Compare the Weatherby Vanguard 1983
suggested retail price of $449.95 with
Remington 700 BDL Mag. $463.95,
Winchester Mod. 70 Featherweight
$469.95, and Browning BBR $469.95.

2781 Firestone Blvd., South Gate, CA 90280
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crossed the road, trying to sneak to a fence
post. The buck saw me and turned half:
way around so I sneaked back to the car
and crawled in. I rolled the window down,
and used the sill as a rest for both arms for
as steady a position as I could possibly get.
I held the front sight higher than normal,
and set the deer on top of it. The shot went
just over the top of the animal’s shoulder
and splashed in the river. This happened
with a four-inch .44 Magnum Smith &
Wesson. I reduced the amount of front
sight I held up for the next shot. I saw the
deer hump up and lunge into the brush. I
knew I had hit him. Then I saw his head
twice in the jumble of logs and brush. I
held on it as carefully as I could and shot
twice more. I heard the bullets chunk into
the logs, but I didn’t hit the deer. Then the
deer came out through the heavy brush
and logs into the rye grass; I could see all
the body except the legs.

My next shot hit squarely in the right
shoulder and out behind the left shoulder.
I was shooting my 235-grain hollow points,
cast by G.E. Murphy, and copper-plated.
At that range, with a four-inch gun, they
didn’t open at all. The deer jumped, kicked
at his belly, ran in a circle and piled up. I
marked the deer’s location from an old log
with the bark peeled off. We went down
across the field, and crossed the slough.
When I found the log and got on it, I soon

found the buck. We field-dressed him and —

washed him out. Then we dragged him to
the car, and went fishing.

At extreme range the hollow point bul-
lets failed to open entirely. They're still
good killers, because of the large caliber. I
have made a good many sixgun kills any-
where from 40 yards to 250. I actually hit
a wounded buck two out of four shots, be-
yond 500 yards, and then lobbed another
through his lungs at 600 yards or more.
This, of course, was with a 6'-inch .44
Magnum. This shot has been the basis of
my being called a liar more than anything
I've ever written, but Paul Kriley was with
me and witnessed it all.

The pistol hunter must be a still-hunter
of the highest order. He should strive to get
as close to his game as possible. In many
sections where whitetail and Pacific Coast
blacktail as well as the Texas whitetails are
hunted, you're hunting in thick brush and
your shots are usually anywhere from ten
yards to 40 yards. A 100-yard shot is a
long one. This applied equally well to the
little deer on the Alaskan southeastern
coast. A man is just as well off with a six-
shooter. If he’s a good shot, he’s better off
than packing a rifle. Then when he makes
his kill, he can dress his little deer out, put
it on a pack board, and have both handg
free to help climb hills, packing out his
game. Likewise, for hunting wild boars and
hogs in the brush, I'd just as soon have a
heavy .44 Magnum, 6'2-inch barrel as any
rifle; it’s handier. Continued Next Month




