ent fitness.

As might be expected, Elmer has
fought the same gutsy, gritty battle
against this illness that he has shown
throughout his life. In his mid-eighties

ing trom you, he cannot spare the energy
to reply to each and every one of you
even though he would like to. Just send
your prayers, cards and well wishes.
—HE.F

EDITOR'S NOTE

The following was taken from Keith’s book,
Hell, I Was There! The portion we have re-
printed here ‘is from Chapter 1, entitled,
“Growing Up In The West.” In these para-
graphs, Elmer recalls some of his first guns.
The incidents cited take place in 1911.

While living at 1012 Billings Avenue, we
had several very happy years. My little
brother Francis was born there. On Sun-
days we would drive to some of the streams
like Prickly Pear or Beaver Creek for fish-
ing. In the summer and in the fall we put
- in every Sunday hunting, either down to
Helena Lake for ducks, or else go deer
hunting up by Priest Pass or over on Ne-
vada Creek.

I traded for an old Remington 1854 .58
caliber brass mounted smooth-bore mus-
ket, which was my first shotgun. It was on-
ly effective at very close range due to the
extreme spread of the pattern. 1 did wreck
a covey of green wing teal that came up the
river past us one time, and was death on
muskrats swimming down the river if I
aimed about a foot in front of them. The
concussion would kill them and they’d
come up kicking and I'd have another
muskrat skin to handle.

As I was not expected to live anyway,
the folks let me put in part of a summer
with Waldo P. Abbott. He had been a
school teacher in Kansas after the Civil
War, and a buffalo-hide hunter, then was

continued on page 14

made when the 250 examples have been dis-
patched. This is the first ever offering and
may be your only chance to own and proudly
display this authentic collection.
Used by Lawman and Lawbreaker, Patriot
and Frontiersman, Rebel and Yankee, Cavalry
Officer and Indian, Buifalo Hunter and Bank
Robber, these bullets are part of your Ameri-
can Heritage.
Send now to receive your authentic trib-
ute to the brave men and great moments of
American History. The price is only $195.00,
including handling, shipping and insurance.
Master Card and Visa are accepted. Natural-
ly, if you are not completely delighted with
your investment, you may return the display in
good condition for a full and immediate re-
fund.
Remember, this edition is strictly limited,
so write now or call:
Hurley Style Limited
290 Heritage Drive, P.O. Box 4127
Portsmouth, NH 03801
—Tel. (603) 436-7983

Delivery guaranteed within 30 days for the
first 250 orders received with full payment.
Master Card and Visa users please mark card
number, expiration date and home telephone
number.
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