Mugzzle Loader’s
Barrel & Stock
Finishing Kit.

Restore your weathered antique or give
an authentic look to that reproduction.
Complete kit includes PLUM BROWN
Barrel Finish, MAPLE or WALNUT
Stock Stain, TRU-OIL® Stock Finish
and everything you need to do the job.
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let is straight sided, like these half jacket
slugs with no lubricating grooves, there is
no place for the metal to go except to ex-
trude the base or the nose of said bullet.
Smith & Wesson guns with five wide and
heavy deep lands displace a lot of bullet
metal, but also grip the bullet firmly and
prevent stripping and, if loaded with prop-
er temper and sized bullets, are wonderful-
ly accurate. Soft lead or lead alloy bullets
must be lubricated or they will lead the
gun. That is the reason I prefer either fully
jacketed bullets, or else grooved, lubricated
lead alloy bullets for all sixgun use.

With full jacketed bullets, if small
enough to load properly in the cartridge
case, little or no expansion and upsettage
will occur in revolver chamber throats un-
less the jacket is quite thin.

This is the reason why such hard jack-
eted bullets will wear the barrel throats
faster from escaping gas than will the lead
alloy bullet. It is also the reason why the
front face of the cylinder will in time be-
come burned to some extent as well as the
top strap of the gun frame just over the
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curacy from oversize bullets. The cutting
in of the lands displaces a lot of metal and
the base can be distorted if bullets are over
groove diameter before firing. I once had
an Enfield 1917 rifle that Charley O’Neil
had rechambered to .30 Newton for me.
That rifle would do about anything any of
our modern .308 Norma or .300 Winches-
ter Magnum would do. Groove diameter
was .312-inch. It gave fine accuracy with
all flat base bullets of 180 to 220 grain with
its ten-inch twist. It had five wide, deep,
heavy lands. Those lands displaced a lot of
bullet metal. The cutting in of the lands
caused those .308-inch diameter bullets to
fill the grooves perfectly. I remember firing
a ten-shot group through the target at 800
yards down on my ranch from this rifle
and all the slugs landed in a huge snow
drift. The next spring I picked them up 2*
ter the snow had melted. They were M

Government boattails of 173 grains weight.
Imagine my surprise when I found that the
cores in every bullet had extruded a full
eighth of an inch out of their tapered tails.
This shows what land displacement can do













